to be unnoticed, and the increase of the disease is so gradual as to arouse no suspicion of disastrous consequences. It becomes the duty of the dentist, therefore, to observe and to inform his patient of the threatening danger. The prevalence of diseased gums even in the mouths of those who are accustomed to employ dental skill on their teeth, shows neglect, or failure in treatment, on the part of the profession.
The evil of diseased gums is apparent in several particulars. Their thickened condition induced by inflammation, affords a lodgment for food and viscid mucus, which renders the mouth unsightly. The 
